A Dash of Fresh ‘Pepper’

X-person RebeccaRomijnlandsinaprime-timecomedy.

BY MARC PEYSER AND SEAN SMITH
CTORS CAN BE FANS, TOO,
and they're not above lifting a
memento—a ['I‘I'Hl'l.| a4 Costurme
-from the set once filming is
over. When she finished her
third “X-Men" movie, Rebecca Romijn
walked off with an unusual keepsake: a
baottle of blue paint. Technically, it's called
Mystiqueblue, becauseit’s the colorof her
scalv character, Mystique. Even stranger,
Romijnstillusésthestuff-Youcanseeitin
hernew WH comedy, “Pepper Dennis,” in
which she plays a hard-charging, ridicu-
lously glam TV reporter. In one episode,
Pepperarrives at the sceneof abank rob-
bery and interviews the security. gunard
about the exploding dye packs hidden to
catch athief. Shereachesforastackofbills
on the ground when the guard stops her.
“Thebombinsidethat puppy hasnotdet-
onated,” he says, whichof coursemeansin
15 seconds—hoom. Pepper is splattered
with Mystiqueblue *“It wassuchanicelji-
tle cathartic wink-wink, you know?#” says
Romijn. “And the shot of my feet in the
showerwith thebluepaintgoingdown the
drain, it was, like, OK, mow we can pet
started with oar show.”

Romijn probably didn’t need to be so
literal. The departure from *X-Men" will
beobvious, and probably a littleshocking,
to fanswhotuneinte® PepperDennis.” In-
stead of playing a menacing mutant with

impressivecleavagebut
few lines, Pepper Den-
nis is a clumsy motor-
mouth who wants des-
perately to succeed at
work but fears that
she'll never find love.
The show has the
barbed but  wispy
sweetness of “Gilmore
Girls.” which it follows
on Tuesday nights, and
for an actress who's
known as an action
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longenough.” Supermodelsal-
werys  insist theyre just like
evervone else, but in Romijn's
case it seems to be true. She
leavesherbraslvingaroundher
trailer and ignores her con-
stantlyringingecellphonewhen
she’s got a visitor. She's pot a
lanky, carefree charm, like the
kindof girlwho'dlaughsohard
milk would come out of her
nosc—her nickname when she
was growing up in Berkeley
was the “jolly blonde giant”
Romijn obviously doesn't be-
lieve the conventional wisdom
that beautiful women can't be
funny, orthatactorsdo TVonly
when theirmovie careers stall.
Hers is on therise, butif “Pep-
per” is a hit, she'll be doing it

feel like this is my first adult
job. Doingmoviesislike going
off tosummercamp,”shesays.

Her movie career, she says,
came with a price. Sheblames

her seven-vear marriage to ac-
tor John Stamos. “To have to
keep re-establishing that ‘cou-
ple’ rhythm if you've heen gone
for months on end is really,
really hard,” says Romijn. Sois
having to talk aboutitonce it's
over, especially since she and
Stamos were 50 public about
their relationship. “It was so
complicated, and people want-
ed an explanation and there
isn't one,” she says. “It's deep
andit’s complicatedanditsno-
body'sbusinessbutours.” She's
learned to guard her privacy,
especially since she’s engaged
to another actor, Jerry O'Con-
nell.*I'dlike to talk about Jerry

medienne. She falls
down or gets dirty or humiliated at least

twice anepisode, andshe’sanadorable,if

stunning, klutz. “She is glamorous and
gorgeous, but she really wanted to play
against that says “Pepper” co-creator
Aaron Harberts. “We have an episode
wherchercameraman’s cablegetsstuckin
a revolvingdoorandsheswedged in there
fortheentire press conference. Rebeccais
always gameforthephysicalfun.”

Diespite being six feet tall and blond,
Romijn says she never really bought into
herownbeauty myth.*Lalwaysfelt goofier,
just becanse | was so much taller than
everybody else, especially when I was in
school,” she savs. “My pants were never

all daylong, butTjustean't. It's
too private,” she says. Still, she can’t help
herself from divulging a few sweetdetails.
For instance, when he's on hiatus from
“Crossing Jordan,” O'Connell drives her to
andfromworkeveryday. “ It's an extrahour
or two that we get to spend together,” she

says. “We run lines and bounce ideas off

each other. And it’s really fun.” Carpooling
with Rebeccaand Jerry—that’s whatpasses
for excitement when you're working 18-
hourdays onanewshow.*["'vealready got-
ten the speech from Jerry where he™
“Youhavetobeableto goox”
haveaglass of wineand get
‘PepperDennis, shesays. Afi
notpepper, is thespiceof lifé,
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